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SLIDE OVERVIEW – THE LITURGICAL YEAR TE TAU ME ONA RITENGA TAPU 
HOLY WEEK 

 
LEVEL 4 Year 8 Resource 1 

 
Print off this slide overview to supplement your planning. 
Refer to Teacher’s Notes for background information related to the resource content and suggested 
Teaching and Learning Experiences in the Teacher’s book or in the Teacher’s material under Resource 
Notes on the Resource Home Page. 
If worksheets are used in this resource these can be printed from PDF files that are available on-line in 
(lesson) Resource Documents. 

 
Slide 1 Passion Sunday 
Use this slide as a focussing strategy to introduce the resource topic. Read the 
title together and invite students to share something they know about the 
events of Holy Week and how the Church celebrates them. Look closely at the 
image and share ideas of the significance of the event it portrays. (Jesus is 
entering Jerusalem on a donkey, welcomed by the people as their king. He 

knows where this is journey is leading to.) Put the event into the context of Holy Week.  This event sets 
the scene for what unfolds during Jesus’ last week in which he is put to death on the cross. Talk together 
about walking with Jesus on his last journey by spending quiet time with him. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 2 Learning Intentions 
Invite students to suggest ways they could create a quiet, reflective, prayerful 
atmosphere in the classroom during Holy Week. Provide some symbols, 
cloths and candles to set up a special prayer focus for Holy Week starting with 
Passion Sunday symbols and add symbols as the week progresses. Use the 
gospel readings that describe the events each morning this week and try to 

complete the whole Passion story on Holy Thursday. 
Use Taizé music throughout the day to remind children this week is different from all other weeks of the 
year. Create wall displays of appropriate images and set aside part of the classroom as a quiet prayer 
space that can be used throughout the day.  Remind the students that as Good Friday is a holiday they will 
need to include the symbols for that day on Holy Thursday. 
If you have students who need more RE background on Holy Week the Level 3 Year 6 Holy Week 
resources focus on the first 4 days of Holy Week and the Days of the Easter Triduum which you can access 
on the web. 
A suggestion for Holy Thursday morning prayer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-PGK4WGmLU 
The Last Supper story spoken in Hebrew with English subtitles (3:07 minutes) 
Children could imagine that this is what Jesus’ voice sounded like as he prayed over the bread and wine at 
the Last Supper. 
Remember you are a spiritual guide for your class and this is the most important week of the year to let 
the students see this. 
Teacher’s Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-PGK4WGmLU


  Page 2 

Slide 3 The Liturgical Calendar measures the seasons and feast of the 
Church’s Year 
Ensure each student has a copy of the Liturgical Calendar. Follow the 
directions on the slide. Complete the worksheet and add it to RE Learning 
Journal to be referred to throughout the year. 

Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 4 The History of the Holy Week Ceremonies 
Use the flip cards to generate discussion about how the ceremonies that are 
celebrated by Christians all over the world during Holy Week came to be.  
Children create something visual to show how the Holy Week liturgies have 
developed to what they have today starting with Egeria (rhymes with 
Nigeria). 

Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 5 Ways Christians celebrate the Events of Passion Sunday 
 Read through the text reveals and answer the questions. 
 Sing using the MP3 ‘Jesus is our King’ 
Photograph or record your school Passion Sunday Liturgy. From the images 
make a power point that could be used in your school or parish in the future 
to teach children about the meaning and importance of Passion Sunday. You 

could include images and explanations of how Passion Sunday is celebrated in other parts of the world – 
see Slide 6. This could be shared with families as a Sharing our Learning item on Slide 12. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 6 Palm Sunday Celebrations in other Countries and Cultures 
Remind the children how re-enacting the events of Jesus’ passion makes 
them real and present to people and this is why people all over the world re-
enact the events of Holy Week. 

Teacher’s Notes 
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Slide 7 Christians are called to grow in holiness during Lent and especially in 
Holy Week 
Talk with the children about making a special effort during Holy Week to do 
acts of charity, kindness and penance such as fasting, praying and giving and 
explain how this can be their response to God’s call to them to become holy. 
Remind children that they are not required by the church to fast until they 

are 14 years old. But many families fast in Holy Week regardless of age to help them to remember the 
sacredness of the week and what Jesus did for them during that week. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 8 Responding to God’s invitation to grow in HOLINESS during Holy 
Week 
Print enough worksheets for each child to complete and share then add to 
their RE Learning Journal. Leave Slide 8 up as children complete their Y charts. 
They may find language and ideas help them to generate some deeper 
thinking of their own to add to their Y chart. 

Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 9A The Ultimate Live Re-enactment of Jesus’ Passion 
The Oberammergau Passion Play 
Introduce the Oberammergau Passion Play to the children and encourage 
them to find out more about it. They could enquire if there is someone they 
know who has been to it and talk to them about it. 
Watch the clip  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI 
Oberammergau Passion Play (9:25 minutes) 
Students could use the clip and add additional information to create a presentation to share with other 
classes. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 9B The Ultimate Live Re-enactment of Jesus’ Passion 
The Oberammergau Passion Play 
Watch the clip  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI 
Oberammergau Passion Play (9:25 minutes) 
Students could use the clip and add additional information to create a 

presentation to share with other classes. 
Teacher’s Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI
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Slide 9C The Ultimate Live Re-enactment of Jesus’ Passion 
The Oberammergau Passion Play 
Watch the clip  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI 
Oberammergau Passion Play (9:25 minutes) 
Students could use the clip and add additional information to create a 

presentation to share with other classes. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 10 Check Up 
This formative assessment strategy will help teachers to identify how well 
students have achieved the Learning Intentions of the resource. 
Teachers can choose how they use the slide in their range of assessment 
options. 
A worksheet of this slide is available for students in Years 5-8 to complete. 

The last two items are feed forward for the teacher.  
Recording the students’ responses to these items is recommended as it will enable teachers to adjust 
their learning strategies for future resources and target the areas that need further attention. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 11 Time for Reflection 
The MP3 is played to help create a reflective atmosphere and bring the young 
people to stillness and silence as the teacher invites them to recall the events 
of Holy Week and try to grasp the enormity of the effect they had on human 
history from that week in time until today. Think about what Jesus, God’s only 
son, suffered so that they and all people can be free from death and sin 

forever. Respond to this in ways they show Jesus how much they remember him and appreciate that he 
gave his life out of love for them and all people on Good Friday. 
Teacher Note – the reflective music is a Taizé song “Jesus Remember Me” which could be played 
throughout the day this week to help children to realise that Holy Week is a prayerful and reflective week 
that is different from all other weeks in the year. 
Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 3 The Liturgical Calendar measures the seasons and feast of the 
Church’s Year WORKSHEET 
This worksheet relates to slide 3 

Teacher’s Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Deblk3drJwI
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Slide 8 Responding to God’s invitation to grow in HOLINESS during Holy 
Week WORKSHEET 
This worksheet relates to slide 8 

Teacher’s Notes 

Slide 10 Check Up WORKSHEET 
This worksheet relates to slide 10 

Teacher’s Notes 

 


